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Paris, River City 

The Seine as a Living Avenue
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River Shapes City              and Region
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Paris Île-de-France: A River Region

Photo © Paul Lecroart Institut Paris Region



Paris River Banks Expressway: No Access to the Seine ! 
Crosscity Highway Embankment built in 1967: 65,000 vehicles per day in 2010
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Paris River Banks Pedestrianisation Project 2010
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Paris River Banks: Incremental Change  

Tactical Moves and Debate since 1994

1994 Open Sundays (Closed to Traffic)

2002 Open Summer Paris Plage

2012 Traffic Lights & Crossings

2013 Left Bank Open to the Public

2016 Right Bank Open to the Public

2018 Courts Decide Against Closure

2019 Courts Reverse Decision
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Paris Left Bank
Before (2012)             After (2013) 



Paris Left Bank since 2016
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EVOLUTIONTRAFIC : HEURE DE POINTE DU MATIN (8h/9h) - veh/h

Paris River Banks Traffic Evaporation 2015-2018 (-30%) 
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Paris River Banks: New Uses For All

Socialising Playing Sport Cooling Down Street Art Gallery

Active BoxesExhibitionLearning  with DadBusiness
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After 2024 Olympics: Swimming In A Clean(er) River  


