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20th Century Paradigm: Designing A City For Cars
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Designing for Cars = Barriers and Unfriendly Environments

Paris Périphérique and A3 Highway Photo © Guignard



Induces Car Traffic + Urban Sprawl
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Congestion on RN118 Highway in the Paris Region
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More Highways = More Traffic. Comparing Paris & London



What Happens When A Highway is Removed? 

Seoul Cheonggyecheon Expressway 170,000 cars/day (2003) 

© DR

© Seoul Metropolitan Government



Seoul Cheonggyecheon

After Removal
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Seoul Cheonggyecheon River Renaissance
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Seoul Cheonggyecheon Traffic Evaporation  

Before/After
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Transforming the Cross-Paris River Banks Expressway?
65,000 vehicles per day in 2010

Photos © Paul Lecroart Institut Paris Region



© Paul Lecroart IAU

Paris River Banks Pedestrianisation Project 2010
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Paris River Banks Expressway Pedestrianisation 2012-2016
Before / After
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Paris River Banks Pedestrianisation: A Long Story 
Tactical Moves, Incremental Change, Harsh Debate since the 1990s

1994 Open Sundays (Closed to Traffic)

2002 Open Summer Paris Plage

2012 Traffic Lights & Crossings

2013 Left Bank Open to the Public

2016 Right Bank Open to the Public

2018 Courts Decide Against Closure

2019 Courts Reverse Decision
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Paris River Banks: New Uses For All

Socialising Playing Sport Cooling Down Street Art Gallery

Active BoxesExhibitionLearning  with DadBusiness
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Paris Right Bank since 2016
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